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Brief annotation  
 

 

The undergraduate educational programs of the Narxoz University for full-time students 

entered in 2018 propose disciplines that form competencies beyond the core qualification 

(MINOR). These competencies add to both the professional and personal development of the 

student. 

 

MINOR disciplines are compiled in separate connected sets consisting of four courses 

and have a total of 16 credits KZ under SCES 2016 which is equivalent to 24 academic credits 

under SCES 2018. 

 

The courses are offered for study from the fall semester of the second year of study as a 

single set for four semesters. 

 

Generally, students are free to choose the set of MINOR courses but there are some 

restrictions on their availability for a particular educational program (specialty) indicated in the 

description of MINOR. Thus, there is a separate set of MINOR courses for each of the 

educational programs (specialties).  

 

The student should carefully study the description of the proposed MINOR sets, choose 

one available for his educational program and register for it. 
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1. Futures Studies and Strategic Foresight 

           
language of study: English; 

number of listeners (max): 15; 

minor is available for educational programs: Accounting & audit; Finance; 

Economics; Marketing; Management; World Economy; Labor Organization & regulation; State 

& local government; Jurisprudence; International relations; Social Work; Catering Trade & hotel 

business; Tourism; Information Systems; Statistics; Ecology. 

 

Discipline 1: «Introduction to Futures Thinking & Research» – 4 credits 

Prerequisite: not required. 

This course provides an introduction to futures studies and covers key concepts, methods, 

and approaches for research.  

 

Discipline 2: «Scenario Planning and Alternative Futures» – 4 credits 

Prerequisite: not required. 

Focusing on the core practice of scenario modeling, this course offers a review and 

hands-on introduction to scenario tools and methods, including alternative futures and scenario 

planning.  

 

Discipline 3: «Experiential Futures Methods» – 4 credits 

Prerequisite: not required. 

Games, simulations, artifacts, and other experiential approaches have become 

increasingly popular over the past decade. This course introduces experiential futures 

frameworks, reviews case studies from a range of sectors, and offers a hands-on experience for 

applying experiential tools and methods.  

 

Discipline 4: «Applied Strategic Foresight» – 4 credits 

Prerequisite: not required. 

Facing uncertain operational environments, businesses, governments, and institutions 

must look to the future and create more agile and anticipatory systems and structures. This 

course focuses on applying strategic foresight to enhance policy, planning, and strategy 

development processes.  
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2. Human Rights 
 
 

language of study: English; 

number of listeners (max): 25; 

minor is available for educational programs: Accounting & audit; Finance; 

Economics; Marketing; Management; World Economy; Labor Organization & regulation; State 

& local government; Jurisprudence; International relations; Social Work; Catering Trade & hotel 

business; Tourism; Information Systems; Statistics; Ecology. 

 
 
Short description: The Human Rights Minor addresses theoretical and practical issues in the 

field of human rights. During the course, students will gain insight into the political, legal, historical, 

and philosophical aspects of the concept of rights, as well as the main debates on human rights. The 

human rights minor will give students an idea of 

• the evolution of political, philosophical and historical ideas concerning human rights 

• the role of human rights in international relations 

• the relationship between the category of “human rights” and the concepts of social justice and 

equality 

• implementation of human rights, including 

• the role of human rights organizations at the national and international levels 

• issues of implementation and protection of human rights (in particular, women's rights and child 

rights). 

Each course includes theoretical (reading and analysis of research literature, introduction into 

concepts, etc.) and practical aspects related to the development and conduct of research in the field of 

human rights, including case studies and field studies (for example, interviews with representatives 

of human rights organizations working in Kazakhstan). 

At the course completion, students will gain knowledge and skills for 

• identification, discussion and analysis of key concepts related to the phenomenon of “human 

rights” 

• application of human rights in theory and practice 

 

The minor includes four courses 

1. Introduction into human rights 

2. Philosophy and politics of human rights 

3. Human rights in world literature 

4. Research of human rights organizations (field research, data analysis and report writing) 

 

The first course on «Introduction into human rights» aims to explore the basic concepts and 

theories of human rights. Topics include issues of inequality, racism, economic exploitation, the 

history of human rights movements. 

The «Philosophy and Human Rights Policy» course covers human rights in historical and 

cultural context, including theories of natural rights, criticism of the concept of natural rights by 

utilitarians and Marxists, feminism and women's rights, cultural relativism, issues of state 

sovereignty, the impact of human rights on various forms of power, including the power of the state 

and corporations, as well as the interaction of human rights with social and economic and 

hierarchical structures in society 

«Human Rights in World Literature» is aimed at studying works that highlight the problems 

of colonialism, racism, genocide, and terror. This course includes studies of memoirs, poetry, short 

stories, written by witnesses of terror. 

«Research of human rights organizations (field research, data analysis and report writing)» 

includes the acquisition of practical skills in working with data (data collection and analysis). Course 

components include planning research, collecting data, developing questionnaires, organizing data, 
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data analysis, understanding of ethical norms and standards, development of final report and results 

presentation on various aspects of human rights protection. 

 

3. Urbanization  
 

language of study: English; 

number of listeners (max): 25; 

minor is available for educational programs: Accounting & audit; Finance; 

Economics; Marketing; Management; World Economy; Labor Organization & regulation; State 

& local government; Jurisprudence; International relations; Social Work; Catering Trade & hotel 

business; Tourism; Information Systems; Statistics; Ecology. 

 
Urbanization covers a wide range of “cognitive strategies” and is engaged in the search for 

answers to urban planning questions that affect the entire spectrum of human interaction in society. 

High rates of economic growth give rise to rapid rates of value change and serious intergenerational 

value differences. Urban design and planning integrates social, behavioural, and cultural 

relationships between people to create natural environment. 

This course block combines theory and practice, strengthens leadership skills, and supports 

constructive dialogue and cooperation between business, government, civil society, and student 

researchers. 

As part of the courses offered, students use qualitative research methods, ranging from 

information gathering, analysis and synthesis, in-depth interviews and archival work to the 

presentation of an analytical report on the results of the research. Deep interaction with the central 

social problems in the landscape of the city of Almaty, such as the state policy of the city and mass 

bureaucratic structures, is combined with experience in political, economic, social and cultural issues 

in other parts of the world, such as The United States of America, Asia and Europe. 

Purpose of the program. This course block contributes to the explanation of the link between 

the personal experiences of course participants and the wider organization of society. Students of 

these courses learn to think and reflect, try themselves in research, use problem-solving and critical 

thinking skills in practice, and develop interpersonal skills such as empathy and willingness to 

cooperate, which employers most often need. 

Each course offers participants a non-standard way of perceiving and understanding the 

world in which we live and which shapes our daily life. Sequential study of these courses contributes 

to going beyond the “standard” accepted for consideration of ideas about reality in order to provide a 

deeper and meaningful understanding of social life. 

In the course of studying these courses, students will use theories and concepts of economic 

sociology to find out how the social processes that shape human lives and social problems affect our 

personal experiences and the results of our own lives. 

Using qualitative research methods, students will develop research projects, as well as collect 

and analyze data during interviews and focus groups, in order to understand how financial problems, 

social context and relationships shape our reality. As part of these courses, students will explore 

issues of power, status, communication, cooperation, conflict resolution, acquire management skills 

and develop a study design. 

This block of courses assumes an interdisciplinary approach, since the problems studied in 

these courses are beyond the scope of disciplines, moreover, it presupposes synergy between 

previously separated areas of study. 

The list of courses 

1. Human capital - 4 credits, prerequisite: not required. 

2. Corporate social responsibility of business - 4 credits, prerequisite: not required  

3. Urbanization and sustainable development - 4 credits, prerequisite: not required  

4. Case study: field research - 4 credits, prerequisite: not required  

 


